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The tide flowed here about N.E. by E. and S.W. by W.,
being high water at three quarters after three, and rises near
five feet perpendicular in the creek, which is fresh water1
and, if in the hands of industrious people, might be made to
convey goods to every house, by means of canals. This would
render it both a commodious and agreeable place.
The country near the river is extremely fertile, capable of
producing every necessary in great abundance, were the
natives inclined to tillage and improvements. But their
scandalous indolence render[s] these advantages useless;
their whole husbandry being confined to the planting of
dates, which, requiring but little trouble, they raise in great
plenty. So that provisions in general are very dear; their
wheat and rice being brought from India and Persia at a vast
expence.
This city was formerly surrounded by a wall, which, being
only clay, is mostly broken down and ruined. The houses are
very mean, being generally built of the same materials, as
they have neither wood or stone but what is transported from
India.
It is at present governed by a Mussulman2, appointed by
the Bashaw of Bagdat, who is subordinate to the Grand
Seignior, but has now made himself almost independant3.
There is also a Captain Bashaw who commands the marine,
consisting of galleys, kept here for the defence of the place.
I saw one of them which was very large, in a dock at the
Captain Bashaw's house, about two miles below the town,
where the creek joins the Euphrates, which is there about a
mile broad.
Since I have seen Busserah, I am not so much surprised
that the ruins of Babylon and some other antient cities are
nowhere discovered; because it is highly probable they never
1 *For the tide is felt here, though the water is ever fresh*
(Teixeira).
z Mutasallim,
3 The Mutasallim (Deputy Governor), or the Qaptan, attempted to
proclaim the independence of Basra, in 1751. Sulaiman Abu Leilah, the
* Bashaw of Bagdat, * was preoccupied with the Kurds, but crushed the
rising on the return of his forces. See Longrigg, op. dt. pp, 170, 171-